VALLEY INTERFAITH CHILD CARE CENTER
Safety, love, and learning for the young children of working families in the New
River Valley
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Teacher Spotlight

Until Next Year, SummerShine
Our SummerShine children are back in school for another year
of learning, but we hope they had tons of fun with us this
summer and learned some things along the way! We visited
libraries and gardens, and even did a science experiment; we
had visits from the Police Station, from the Red Cross, and
from the New River Land Trust too! We’ll miss our very smart
and engaged schoolers and we can’t wait to see them next
summer for even more field trips and fun. We know they’ll
return with even more to teach us too!
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Amber Martin, who has
been our Kitchen Aid since
March, has now moved to
be our Administrative
Assistant. She is from Giles
County and received her
degree from Radford in
Physical and Health
Education. She spends
most of her free time with
her three children doing
girl scouts and baseball, and
when she has time, she
enjoys hunting and fishing
with her family.
She is proud to work at
VICCC and is glad there is a
caring center that can
provide stability for
children who may not have
it otherwise.
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Why Invest in Children?
The Research
If you were to Google “research on early
childhood education” your results would yield
much more than you might be willing to read in
just one sitting. There are countless councils,
centers of research, journals, associations,
institutes, foundations, and the like, all dedicated
to early childhood education research. Each year,
that research grows, and each year, that research
is being pushed closer and closer to center stage.

The Return

Harvard’s Center on the Developing Child is a
research center focused on children ages birth to
five, but specifically, vulnerable children
who “face the cumulative burdens of poverty,
maltreatment, violence, racial and ethnic
discrimination, and family mental illness.”1
Harvard’s research has shown just how vital the
experience and relationships of early childhood
are, emphasizing that those with significant
barriers to learning, such as those listed above, are
more likely to struggle in school and in their adult
life. However, the earlier those barriers are
addressed, as well as the earlier children are
exposed to healthy adult-child interactions and
tailored education, the more likely children are to
do well in school and lead successful adult lives.

When you invest in children early,
you invest not only in the likelihood of
healthier and more productive citizens,
you greatly diminish the likelihood of having
to spend future tax dollars on tutoring and grade
repetition, incarceration, medical costs, and other
reactive programs and funding. Research shows nearly a
seven times return for every dollar invested in early childhood,
and with the rates of poverty, child abuse, and academic struggle
remaining higher in the New River Valley than the rest of the
state, focusing on our local children is more critical than ever.
If the aforementioned measures are the key to knowing the
success of our investment, then the results will be seen in as
little as 10 to 15 years – much sooner than many other societal
initiatives. Investing in early childhood education is the
proactive and preventative measure to affect change in society
starting from the very beginning.
1Harvard

Center on the Developing Child; entire site,
http://developingchild.harvard.edu
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IT’S ALWAYS NAP TIME AT VICCC!
Neighborhood Assistance Program time, that is, or “NAP” as we like to call it around the
Center. This year, VICCC has again been awarded Neighborhood Assistance Program tax
credits! If you are not familiar with the program, it makes donors like you eligible for a 65%
tax credit with your qualifying donation.
N.A.P. is a very special program that allows for directed giving, and means that you can put
your tax dollars right where you want them to go. We accept donations year round for this
program, but tax credits are given on first come, first served basis. This means that to ensure
you get a tax credit with your donation to VICCC, now is the time to donate!
N.A.P. is truly a win-win
program as it reduces your
out of pocket cost while
assisting our children at an
even greater level. Your tax
credit can be claimed directly
on your Virginia State Taxes, as
well as your federal taxes. If
you have any questions, please
do hesitate to contact us or visit
the website for more
information!

SummerShine on a field trip to the Hahn Horticulture Gardens

A VICCC Story
A three-year-old boy is into three-year-old things – Iron Man, Ninja Turtles, and spaceships. He
has a great imagination and is easily distracted. He often talks about super heroes and is not
worried about getting dirty. His mom works hard in the heat and cold at a car wash in
Christiansburg and lives in a local trailer park. The little boy doesn’t see his dad, since he was an
infant when his parents split. He has trouble being verbally redirected because he is often in his
own little world. He likes to draw and tell wonderful stories, but his Mom doesn’t worry about
him because she knows his teacher listens to his ramblings and delights in his stories. He
explores new worlds of his own making at VICCC.
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Event Success!
Ballroom to Bluegrass
What a great turnout we had at the German
Club at the end of July! Thank you to our
host Judy Ridinger & her book club for all
the hard work they put into making the
night special! We had fun music and
talented dancers, not to mention delicious
barbeque & pizza, and the beautiful cakes
provided by Our Daily Bread! We want to
thank everyone who came and made a
donation and we hope to see you at our next
event!

The 8th Annual Trunk Show and Local
Charity Fundraiser

Clay Corner Opera

Hosted by Dr. Steve Jacobs, this year’s event is
scheduled for Friday, November 13th. There will
be fun, food, fashion, and fundraising, so come
out to support two of your favorite local charities,
NRV Cares and Valley Interfaith Child Care
Center! The event will be held at the optometry
office of Dr. Steve Jacobs, 610 North Main, Suite
101, and will run from 9am to 5pm. The “Best of
Blacksburg” Raffle will also be held at the event,
featuring items and gift certificates from local
merchants.

Our Opera Benefit at Clay Corner Inn in
August was a wonderful success! Thank
you so much to Nicky & Rick at Clay
Corner for hosting us and providing
delicious wines and hors d’oeuvres for the
attendees. Thank you to the amazing
BreAnna Martin and her pianist for the
beautiful music and singing. BreAnna
sang such selections as Ave Maria & Die
Lotosblume, and produced a historical
piece for each song. We were very
pleased with attendance and we look
forward to our next event* with Clay
Corner and Mrs. Martin!

Please visit: http://www.stevejacobsod.com/ for
more information and to purchase tickets for the
event.

*Look out for an announcement in our next Newsletter about a holiday event with Clay Corner
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Donor & Community Recognition
2015 Private Donors
Theodore & Beatrice Ake
Phyllis Albritton
George A. Allen, Jr.
Susan Anderson
Joseph Bean, II & Nancy Bean
Marvin Blecher
David & Louise Bloss
Vitorio & Jane Bonomo
Steven & Patricia Boyle
Catherine Breske
Deborah Broce
John & Mary Jean Brown
Ann Carter
Wayne & Miriam Cattlett
Edward Champion & Margaret
Lane
V.J. Cilimberg, Jr.
Eugene & Joan Cliff
Eldridge & Belva Collins
Michael & Mary Cooke
Amanda Covey
Gerald & Beth Cross
AJ & Linda Davis
Jimmy & Linda Deemer
Ramona DiGiulian
N.E. & Nancy Dowling
Donald & Doris Drapeau
Delwyn Dyer
Nola Elliot
William & Vickie Epstein
Edward & Carol Fox
Richard Gandor & Jill Kiecott
Noxie Gilmer
Jeff & Sara Glesner
Jane Goette
Julie Griffin
Eric & Ester Hallerman

Natalie A. Hart
William & Mary Lee Hendricks, Jr.
Klause & Christa Hinkelman
Lesley Howard
Michael & Patricia Hyer
David Howe & Dulce Bitanga-Howe
Steve & Cathy Jacobs
Irene Jacobs
Richard & Betty Kelly
Michael & Susan Kelly
Arthur & Barbara Keown
William & Gail King
Gary & Carrie Kirk
Martin & Silvia Klaus
Bradley & Rita Klein
William & Melissa Knocke
James & Lois Lang
Susan & Alice Ledford
P.R. Leslie
Craig & Pamela Little
Christy Mackie
Ronnie & Alice Marcum
Michael Martin
Madison & Charlotte Marye
Will & Doris McElfresh
Joseph Merola & Catherine du
Breuil
Susan Miller
Marjorie Modlin
Dean & Sara Mook
Lillian Moore
Ronald & Kathy Moore
Donald & June Mullins
Rhoda Myers
David & Mary Nickerson
George & Marjorie Norton
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Elizabeth Obenshain
Emory Pace
John & Terri Palmer
Charles & Rosemarie Payne
John & Maureen Perry
Robert & Joan Pienkowski
A.T. & Margaret Bond-Poole
Mary Powe
James & Janet Rakes
Minnis & Lois Ridenhour
Judy Ridinger
Curtis Roane
Rochelle
Jeanne & Dave Roper
J.W. Ruble
Alex Saban
Emily Satterwhite & Philip
Olson
Ann Scanlon
David Scheim
Robert & Phyllis Schmidt
Lorenz & Allyne Schoff
Brian & Margaret Sharp
James Schockley
Neil & Marcia Shumsky
Elizabeth Smiley
Arthur & Judith Snoke
Michael & Kristi Snyder
Andrea & Andrew Stanaland
C.L. & M.M. Taylor
Amelia Tuckwiller
David & Lindsay West
Robert & Barbara Wheeler
Sheila Winett
Dale & Evelyn Wolf
Erica Wood
Robert & Esther Youngs
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Donor & Community Recognition
2015 Community Donors & Supporters
Aldersgate United Methodist:
Church Women
Alpha Phi Omega of Virginia Tech
Blacksburg Christian Church: Disciples
Women’s Ministries
Blacksburg Church Women United
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church
Blacksburg Transit
Christ Episcopal Church
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church
City of Radford
Clay Corner Inn
Combined Federal Campaign
County of Floyd
Energy Efficient Solutions
The German Club
Good Shepard Church of the Brethren
Kroger
Kopy Korner
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
Micha’s Backpack

Mt. Tabor Ruritan Club
Northside Presbyterian Church
New Mt. Zion Lutheran Church: Women
of the Church
Our Daily Bread
Old Navy, Gap Inc., Christiansburg VA
Papa Johns
Shelter Alternatives
Smart Beginnings
St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
The American Red Cross
The Community Foundation of the NRV
The United Way of Southwest Virginia
The United Way of Montgomery,
Radford, & Floyd
The Virginia Bioinformatics Institute
The Virginia Tech Newman Library
Town of Blacksburg
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
VT Engage
1901 Group, LLC

Thank you private donors and community supporters! We couldn’t do it
without you!

“There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul
than the way in which it treats its children.”
-Nelson Mandela6
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Getting Involved with VICCC
Sponsorships & Giving

Partnerships for Volunteering &
Events

N.A.P.
VICCC is again participating in the
Neighborhood Assistance Program (N.A.P.)
this year. This program is a win-win as it
gives donors a tax break while allowing them
contribute at a greater level to VICCC. Please
see the above section, “It’s Always NAP Time
at VICCC” for more information and to make
a donation to VICCC through the
Neighborhood Assistance Program.

Kroger Community Rewards
Do you shop at Kroger? Through your Kroger
Card, a percentage of your purchase goes
directly to VICCC. All you need to do is visit:
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
sign into your account, and select Valley
Interfaith Child Care Center as your charitable
organization!

GiveBigNRV
It may seem far away, but we are almost
halfway to the third annual GiveBigNRV, a
local day of giving hosted by The Community
Foundation of the NRV (CFNRV). The
CFNRV’s website accepts donations year
round but mark your calendar to give big on:
April 23rd, 2016
https://cfnrv.givebig.org/c/NRV/a/
ValleyInterfaithChildCareCenter

Family Fun Nights
Would you like to host a Family Fun
Night at VICCC? We provide a 2-hour
event three times a year for our
families with food & fun! We are
looking to host our next one in April.

VICCC Work Days
VICCC hosts a volunteer workday on
the first Saturday of every month
from 9:30 -11:30am.

Mixed Partnership
VICCC is seeking a new opportunity
with our sponsors & partners for our
in-kind donation and volunteer
programs. We are seeking to build a
strategic “sign up” by which several
partners work with VICCC and each
other on a rotating basis throughout
the year.
This will take strong partnership &
commitment among community
members, while also “lightening the
load” on each participant. If you
individually or your organization is
interested in pursuing this idea with
VICCC & other community members,
please see our contact information on
page (7) of this Newsletter.

Are you able to make a donation today? You can donate online through our
website, through GiveBigNRV, or by check or cash to
P.O. Box 926, Blacksburg VA 24063.
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To all the donors and volunteers of VICCC, thank you so
much for all of your contributions and time. You make a
huge difference in the lives of so many NRV families each
day, and we could not provide this very special care
without you.
And thank you for reading The Messenger Online. By
reading the online edition of The Messenger, you are not
only helping to save trees, but you are also helping VICCC
to save money; and as a Board Member once said,
“Every dollar we save goes to a child.”

Board of Directors

Contact & Connect
For any questions or concerns,
please contact us at:
540-951-8101
valleyinterfaithchildcarectr@gmail.com
ValleyInterfaithChildCareCenter.org

Allyne Schoff, President
Crystal Hypes, Vice President
Andrew Stanaland, Treasurer
Debbie Showalter, Secretary
Earl Brown
Teresa Cassell
Kristin Gully

Kristin Gully
Joe Ivers
Susan Miller
Jennifer Rathmann
Jeanne Roper
Catherine Taylor
Barbara Wheeler

Advisors

Greg Campbell, Rhoda Myers, Tamra Oliver, Patti Talbot

Staff
Site Director: Judy Chesler Shelor
Curriculum Director: Cathy Jacobs

Or stop by and visit:

Administrative Assistant: Amber Martin

948 Heather Drive
Blacksburg, VA 24060

Teachers & Aids
Krissy Colvin
Lakara Nunally
Lucy Grene
Megan Robinson
Katelynn Grimes
Emily Scharps
Cathy Jones
Anna Short
Regina Kissinger
Katie Waldron
Sarah Lambert
Ken Jametsky
Janice Smith
AmeriCorps VISTA & Editor: Amanda Lemons

